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into Cadiz by the remainder of their brave and unfortunate crews; others went to pieces on the rocks and were lost.
It was in this battle that my excellent friend General D'Houdetot received a severe wound in the thigh, from which he has limped ever since. At that time little more than a child, he was a naval cadet attached to the staff of my father's friend, Bear-Admiral Magon. After the death of that brave officer,1 his vessel, the ' Alg6siras,3 was captured after a sanguinary fight, and the English placed on board a prize crew of sixty men. But the ' Algesiras' having been separated by the storm from the enemy's fleet, the French officers and seamen who had survived the fight declared to the officers of the English crew that they would have in their turn to surrender, or prepare to recommence the struggle in the midst of the horrors of the night and the storm.2 The English, not being disposed to fight, capitulated on condition of not being retained as prisoners, and the French, though threatened with shipwreck, joyfully replaced their flag on the stump of the mast. After having been twenty times on the point of foundering, owing to the damaged state of the ship, they succeeded at last in reaching Cadiz Bay. Villeneuve's vessel was captured, and that unlucky admiral was taken to England, where he remained three years as prisoner of war. Having been exchanged, he decided to go to Paris, but was arrested at Rennes, and blew his brains out.3
1  * The brave and highly-respected Kear-Admiral Magon.'—James.
2  The *Alg6siras' struck to the'Tonnant' about 2.15, and Lieutenant Charles Bennett, with a lieutenant of marines and about forty-eight men, took possession of her.   There were about 600 Frenchmen on board, of whom forty or fifty were wounded.    When the l Algesiras' had separated from the fleet in the storm of the following day, and was drifting ashore, Lieutenant Bennett ordered the hatches to be taken off in order to afford the French crew an opportunity of saving their lives.  After confining the English prize crew in the after-cabin, the French crew, with difficulty, brought the ship into Cadiz, and Lieutenant Bennett and his companions were allowed to return to the fleet.—James.
3  Villeneuve actually returned to France on parole in the following April, and most accounts of his death attribute it, not to a pistol-shot, but to a wound or wounds with a dagger, whether inflicted by his own hand or not remains uncertain.    Contemporaries were disposed to put his suicide into the same category with those of Pichegru and some others which were